[Blindness and symmetrical neurological deficit in a patient with colon cancer receiving adjuvant chemotherapy: is it always cancer?].
Posterior reversible leukoencephalopathy syndrome [PRES] is characterized by a symmetrical brain edema. It is rarely caused by chemotheraphy. While steroids can lead to deterioration in the condition of a PRES patient, they are still the drug of choice for the more common condition of brain edema secondary to metastases. We describe the case of a colon cancer patient who underwent adjuvant treatment with capecitabine and oxaliplatin and was admitted to the hospital with seizures and brain edema. On admission, the condition was attributed to brain metastases and hence a high dose steroid treatment was initiated. Later on, as the patient became comatose, the CT was revised and PRES was suggested as an alternative diagnosis. After tapering the steroids the patient gradually recovered. This report emphasizes the need to be alert and not to confuse PRES with brain metastasis in cancer patients.